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Have you ever wondered who is in charge of the band at our school? Whitney Alyce Bain is the 
director of Berrendo Middle School’s band program, teaching 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students, with her 
average class size being about 40 kids. Mrs. Bain has been shaping the minds of young musicians for 10 
years, but has been at Berrendo for only 8. 

At the age of 10, Mrs. Bain began getting into music, and continued to pursue her love of music 
well into college. By high school she knew she wanted to be either a counselor or a teacher. In Mrs. 
Bain's junior year, her high school band director (Mr. Jordan) suffered a heart attack right before her class 
was supposed to go to Los Angeles, California for a band trip. Mrs. Bain recalls visiting her teacher when 
the class found out about the heart attack, and afterwards, she took some time and realized that band 
was the thing that kept her going when school was not all that great. Mrs. Bain had Mr. Jordan for a 
teacher from her 6th grade year until her junior year. He was such an influence on Mrs. Bain, that if she 
could help a student the way he helped her in the good times and the bad times, that's what she wanted 
to do. Mr. Jordan ended up passing away on the last day of Mrs. Bain’s first year of teaching. During Mrs. 
Bain’s first year of teaching at Berrendo, she hoped that in some way she would be able to make him 
proud. In the opinions of some of her students, she has. 

By the time she finished her junior year of high school, she knew that teaching is what she 
wanted to do. She ended up attending Eastern New Mexico University in Portales, New Mexico. After 
college, she began teaching at Carr Middle School Owl in Hale Center, Texas. After working at Carr for 
two years, Mrs. Bain moved to Roswell, New Mexico to fill the spot at Berrendo Middle School as band 
director. 

Mrs. Bain is not only a talented teacher, she also participates in roller derby. In the roller derby 
world, she is known as “A Latte Treble”, a caffeinated band teacher. Roller Derby is a sport played on 
roller skates where they have 5 members of each team on an oval track at a time (1 jammer, and 4 
blockers). The blockers are trying to help their jammer get through while trying to keep the other team’s 
jammer from getting by. The jammer is the one that scores the team points. They receive a point for each 
blocker of the opposite team they get past. Mrs. Bain is a blocker, but she is working on becoming a 
jammer. However, like all sports, that has come to a halt. So now, she has turned her sights onto Jam 
Skating, which is a mix of roller dance and breakdancing all done on roller skates. Mrs. Bain’s current 
goal is to roller skate every day for a year. So far, she is on track to accomplish her goal. 

She also wants to challenge anyone reading this that if there is something out there that you want 
to learn, do it. Read the books, watch the videos, and find a teacher. Whether it be skating, music, sports, 
speed reading, dance, or theater, if it's something you want to learn, don't wait. Put in the time, push 
through it when it gets hard, and learn it. Fun fact, Mrs. Bain almost quit the band when she attended high 
school. Middle school band had gotten to be the same thing every day, and she really didn’t know what 
high school band was like. Mrs. Bain’s parents made her participate in the band for one year and then she 
could choose to quit or continue playing. Well, high school band was a game changer for Mrs. Bain. The 
struggle of learning an instrument, decoding music, and the way everything builds on everything else 
made daily scales worthwhile. In addition, Mrs. Bain learned so much through music and also learned that 
she can teach so much more playing an instrument while teaching band.
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Who Is Mr. Coll?

Mr. Coll Is a Social Studies teacher at Berrendo Middle School. He teaches Social Studies for 
the 6th grade.  He has taught at Berrendo for 2 years, and before that he attended Texas Tech.                          

His Full Name Is Taylor Coll. 

=======================================================

Why do you teach social studies? “Because I love history and want us to learn from our 
past.”                                        

What drives you to Teach? “I love teaching social studies and you (my students) drive me to 
teach every day.  I love watching you learn and figure things out.”  

Do you have any children? Yes 2, one on the way, due in April.

If you could go anywhere on a vacation where would it be? I have a very long list, but I 
would love to go to Europe for starters.                    

What's your favorite movie, videogame, and novel?

“Movie: Gladiator, Videogame: Halo, Novel: Scary Close”

==================================================================

Advice from Mr. Coll

What is some good advice for new students? 

Come to class prepared and always be kind to those around you.  Also, learn how to open your 
locker.                                

Is there anything else you would like to share?

You guys are amazing! Hope to see you soon!!!

============================================
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Hello Mr.Vernon, What is your full name? “My full name is James Andrew Vernon.” 

How many years have you been working in the RISD school district? “I started working in the district at Mesa 
Middle School, when eventually I moved to Roswell High School, until eventually I moved to Berrendo.” 

What do you do at B.M.S. and where is your office in the building? “I am the Assistant Principal, I try and help Mrs. 
Hillman make the school run smooth. I am in charge of Discipline, Security/Safety, Athletics, and many more things. My 
office is in the office area, next to Ms. Carlton and across from Mrs. Hillman. I have a door in my office that leads 
directly to the hallway.” 

How many different schools have you worked at? “I have worked at three.” 

What was the funniest thing that's ever happened to you in school? “Well almost every Christmas since I started 
here at Berrendo, Mrs. Hillman and Mr. Hayes (security guard) go out and buy me a costume to wear before the 
Christmas break. Everyone likes to laugh at me and it is all in good fun.....I think.” 

What are some advantages of being online? “I believe that some advantages of being online is allowing students to 
learn to use technology. The technology we are using such as Zoom, and Canvas is actually preparing our students for 
the future of education that they may experience in college.” 

What are some advantages of being in-person? “Social interaction, sports, face to face learning.” 

What do you miss the most about not being in the classroom this year? “I miss seeing the students in the 
hallways, participation in sports, and dealing with discipline face to face.” 

Would you choose another career over being an assistant principal? “I do really like being an Assistant Principal, 
but being a professional soccer player would have been great.” 

What did you major in at college? “Bachelors in History/Pre-law, Bachelors in Secondary Education, Masters in 
Administration.” 

When you were a child, did you think of becoming a teacher? “No, not really, but my Mother was a teacher and I 
liked the fact that we were all off in the summers to go and do what we wanted.” 

Is there anything else you would like to share about yourself? “I am very happy to be a part of Berrendo Middle 
School. Our teachers and staff are some of the best I have come to know in 22 years of being in education.”
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My Name is Mrs. Wooton, I’ve been teaching Math for one year at Berrendo 
Middle School. Altogether, I have been teaching for ten years. I am in room 
610. 

I enjoy being a teacher because building a relationship with a lot of students 
is good. I wanted to be a teacher because of all my amazing teachers in 
school. 

Teaching in Elementary School is different than in Middle School because in 
middle school students pick up sarcasm (which is my specialty). I had the 
chance to change my job. I wouldn't be living the life. 

I was good at math as a child. My favorite subject was spelling and reading 
but it was how the teacher acts. I enjoy being a teacher because building a 
relationship with a lot of students is good. 

One thing I dislike about working as a teacher is summers off. Things that 
make me happy is that students turn on the cameras if we are in virtual class, 
but if we are in school putting names on your paper is huge. 

Being bad in school is not tolerated so if someone doesn’t listen then they are 
out of my class. Something that would make teaching easier is no lesson 
plans. One thing that I would want to change about a student's behavior is 
their sassiness. Something I love is being a student, I have 4 college degrees. 
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Interviewer: What is your full name?
Manemann: Hannah Sophia Manemann
Interviewer: How long have you worked at BMS?
Manemann: 3 years
Interviewer: How long have you been a teacher?
Manemann: 3 years
Interviewer: What do you teach at BMS?
Manemann: English
Interviewer: What subjects have you taught in the past?
Manemann: English
Interviewer: How many students do you have per class (on average)?
Manemann: 22
Interviewer: Where did you go to college?
Manemann: NMMI & ENMU-Portales
Interviewer: What are your strengths and weaknesses?
Manemann: My strengths are my kind and loving heart. I always put others before myself and want to be able to 
give to others as much as I can. I love to see others happy and smiling. My personality is very warm and inviting to 
allow that to happen. My weaknesses would just be self-confident and taking authority. I usually let someone else 
take charge than stepping up when I need too. But, being a teacher and coach has helped me tremendously 
become more vocal.
Interviewer: If you had to live off of one food for the rest of your life what would it be?
Manemann: NY Pizza… THE BEST!!
Interviewer: Do you have any pets? If so what kind?
Manemann: I have 2 dogs right now. My little Aussie got stolen two years ago. If I could have all the dogs I would. 
They are my favorite!
Interviewer: Do you have anything you want to add?
Manemann: Teaching at BMS is the best thing for me. I truly enjoy the amazing staff and students here and I am 
so blessed to be a Bulldog.
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The teacher we have chosen to interview is Ms. Bland. She has 
been a teacher for 20 years and has taught at Berrendo for 3 years. 
She teaches 6th grade math at Berrendo, but is not sure of her room 
number at the moment. She has also taught in Omaha, Nebraska at 
Monroe Middle School, Los Alamos Middle School, Jemez Valley 
Elementary, Dexter Middle School and Berrendo Elementary which 
all three of us have attended. 

If she were to pursue another profession it would be 
photography or she would have worked abroad in immersive 
language programs. The reason she decided to pursue the career of 
teaching was because she tutored other students when she was in 
high school. 

Some of her hobbies include; photography, reading, painting and 
creating. She helped the students with their studies as well as 
volunteered for a few programs that helped students with extra 
learning needs. In her words she has always enjoyed when people 
have an “AHA!” moment when they finally figure out something they 
have been struggling with. 

Her advice to all students during this time is “Keep giving your 
best effort, Especially now! Don’t give up and believe in yourself.” 
She is proud of the students' work and encourages them to “keep at 
it”. 

As you can see she has always been a natural born teacher.
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Brian Tracy



 7th Graders Galilea and 
Stephen discuss what helps 
them to be productive in 
online learning. (slide #13 )
 8th Graders Miranda & 
Ashlee give us advice on 
what is important to do when 
online learning.(slide #14 )

6th Graders Oliver and Evin
share their processes of being 
successful in Online Learning!
(slide #12 )

We hope these helpful hints 
will encourage you to think 
about Online Learning in a 
new and positive way.  



Online school is tough for a lot of people. It’s hard to stay focused when there is so much going on. 
As 6th graders, this      is very new to us. We don’t know much about middle school, but we do know some tips 
that would help out with online school. We hope that these will make school easier for you.

Set a time to go to bed and wake up in the morning: You need energy to focus on school and not fall 
asleep during class. You should also set an alarm to wake up in the morning so that you don’t miss your classes 
and still have time to eat breakfast and get ready for school.

Stay on a good schedule: Don’t change your schedule because of delayed or canceled classes. Do your 
work for that class or something else that doesn’t include electronics. You can relax on the weekends, but 
don’t stray too far away from your normal school schedule. Going to bed really late and sleeping in will make 
you want to do the same on a school day, and that will mean missing classes and not getting caught up with 
your work.

Always join your Zoom meetings if there is one: In Zoom meetings, teachers discuss what assignments 
to do and how to complete them. Teachers will help you with your work on Zooms if needed. They discuss 
things that relate to your assignments, like notes.

Space out your work: If you have more than one assignment for each class, spread out the 
assignments. Don’t do them all on the same day, but make sure each one can be completed by its due date. 
You can check your calendar on Canvas to see when each assignment is due.

Don’t be afraid to talk to your teacher: If you are struggling with an assignment or just struggling in 
the class, email your teacher. Tell them what you’re struggling with and they will do their best to help. You 
can also contact your teacher by asking them politely if they have time to talk after Zooms.

Make sure you know what time each of your Zoom meetings are: Try to memorize the time that you 
need to hop on each of your Zoom meetings. This will help you know how long of a break you have in between 
classes.

Eat during breaks: If you are hungry, wait until lunch break, dinner, or eat after class. Food might 
distract some people from paying close attention to their work and Zooms. Make sure to eat a good 
breakfast in the morning before school.

Find a good quiet place to do your Zooms and work: Make sure that you’re in a peaceful place where 
you can’t be bothered by anything, including animals and little siblings

Work in a place where there is light: When it is dark, you may have an urge to fall asleep
or the relax and not pay any attention to your Zooms

No distractions: Make sure that you’re in a place where you’re comfortable but also focused. Try to 
keep electronic devices (other than your computer of course) away from your grasp while working. Try to 
keep away pets and other things (or beings) that might distract you from working. 

Online 
Schooling 
Advice 

By 6th Graders 
Evin T. and 
Oliver W.



Two things that have helped me with online learning so far is keeping a planner and setting alarms for 
classes. I set my alarm for each class period and make sure to title the alarm what class period it is. I 
leave these alarms on, even on days when the zoom meeting has been canceled, so that I know that the 
time I have for that class has started. This helps me stay on task during my classes and reminds me that 
there is still a certain time designated for assignments even if there is no live meeting.

I use my planner to write down all of the assignments, zoom meetings, due dates, and small notes that I 
have for the week. I start using my planner at the beginning of the week when the teachers all post their 
weekly agendas. I go in order of my classes, starting with writing the weekly agenda for my first period, 
then continuing. Sometimes I have to ask a teacher a question, for help, or about a grade or an 
assignment, so I write that down on my planner as well. 

When working on assignments outside of class I do the assignments that are due sooner first. Once I 
have finished those, I move towards the assignments that have a closer due date. My schedule on 
Wednesday varies from week to week. Sometimes I let myself sleep a little longer when I have work that I 
can complete quickly and easily. Other times, when I need to work on multiple assignments or have work 
that I think will take me a longer time to do, I wake up around the same time I do for the rest of the school 
week.  

Staying on task can be very hard If you are not in the right space. A good space may include a designated 
office, work space, or quiet area. Being somewhere that allows you to keep on a schedule without 
interruption or distraction is ideal. Your bedroom is not a good space to work because your eyes tend to 
wander off. Your thoughts may stray off the topic of school and you may begin to lose focus. A lack of 
focus can lead to drifting off task or losing a schedule. How I use these tips in my life is by finding an 
appropriate workspace and once in that workspace I am able to get into a work mode. If I am in my 
bedroom my mind tends to wander off, however when I am in an appropriate workspace I can focus. My 
ideal workspace is probably the office in my house because it is a space where my mind is in work mode. 

Once in a work space where you can stay on topic, you will want to make sure to have something that 
can keep you focused. Now you can do anything that keeps you on topic such as bouncing your legs or 
listening to music when you are doing work. However, something that helps me from getting off topic is 
holding a pencil because I can twirl it and use it for note taking and use it as a device for whenever I am 
burned out or tired. Another way I keep on task is by setting an alarm to wake up at a certain time which 
allows me to eat breakfast, get dressed and just get ready for school. Using this method, I am able to 
focus more on school. When I wake up right before a zoom I can be disoriented and unwilling to work but 
whenever I have an alarm I am ready for the day.

How to be 
Successful in 
Online 
Learning

By 7th graders 
Galilea M. and 
Stephen Mc.



Getting through school can be hard, especially during these times. Well here, you 
can find some things that’ll help you get through online learning, and will help you gain the 
trait of grit. The best way to start off is by waking up early from a good night’s rest. I know it 
can be extremely tempting to stay in your bed, and waking up five minutes before class, 
just to turn your Chromebook on. However, if you wake up early, you've already set a 
productive mindset, and chances are, you will probably accomplish more.   Then it’s about 
embarking a good and healthy breakfast. Whether it’s a shake, or some scrambled eggs, 
make sure to eat something that will fill you up until lunchtime.   

Now that you’ve gotten ready, you can start getting logged in to your classes.  After 
you log in, it’s important to check notifications, and see if your teachers have messaged 
you about any assignments that you need to turn in. After you’ve checked your notifications 
you can get on your zooms. Make sure to keep your notebook and pencil close by. It also 
helps to be in a quiet place with no distractions (phone, tv, etc.). When doing your work, it’s 
good to have things that help you feel relaxed; that way it’s easier to study. Like lighting up 
a nice candle, or playing study music on Spotify. Another great thing to do is to set goals for 
yourself, and plan out your day. Whether you do it in your head, planner, or to-do lists, but 
keeping track of what you’ve finished, and what you still need to do, will help immensely. 
After you’ve done you work, make sure to give time to yourself to take a break from school. 
Could be going for a walk, reading a book, or watching a movie. Then it all comes to going 
to bed. Sleeping is something that everyone needs to get throughout the day, so make sure 
you’re getting at least eight hours of sleep. Yes, it’s fun to stay up late but it does not 
benefit you in any way. Try going to sleep around 9:30 to 10:30.

Online 
Learning 
Advice

By 8th Graders 
Miranda & Ashlee



 Unscramble the following words that have to 
do with Berrendo Middle School

 aihllmn = ___________________________

 bdgllosu= ___________________________

 aaechimmstt= _______________________

 abellllovy= __________________________

 adly bdgllosu= _______________________

Unscramble these words that are 
important to Berrendo Middle School.  
The answers can be found on the last 
slide. 



 How many words can you find?  Letters must touch to create words. Words must 
have at least 3 letters. Make a list of how many you can find. All letters must touch; 
side to side, diagonally, top to bottom

E R J D
K S R I
L A E A
Y T S M



 Bulldog Word Game Bulldog Boggle Game (there are more, these are just a few we found)

 1. Hillman 1.area

 2. Bulldogs 2.die

 3. mathematics 3.meal

 4. volleyball 4.meals

 5. Lady Bulldogs 5.salts

 6. sea
7. later
8. salty
9. salt
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